
 

HUMBOLDT COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETING 

 

AGENDA 
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DATE:  Tuesday, October 24, 2023  
 
TIME:   5:00 p.m. 
 
LOCATION: 5055 Walnut Drive, Eureka, CA 
 
 This meeting will also be held by Zoom video/teleconference, per 

Government Code Section 54953(b) 
 
The HCSD Boardroom is open to the public during open session segment(s) of the meeting. 
This meeting will also be held by Zoom video/teleconference, per Government Code Section 
54953(b). If members of the public cannot attend in person and would like to speak on an 
agenda item including Public Participation, please join through the Zoom website 
(https://zoom.us) entering Meeting ID 867 4479 5850 and Passcode 197244.  Access may also 
be achieved via telephone only by dialing 1-669-900-9128. 

 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

Directors Benzonelli, Gardiner, Hansen, Matteoli, Ryan 
 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

C. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

1. Approval of October 24, 2023 Agenda 
2. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 10, 2023 

 

D. REPORTS 
 

1. General Manager 
 

a) District Update 
 

2. Superintendent 
 

a) September 2023 Construction Operations 
b) September 2023 Operations/Maintenance 

 
3. Finance Department 

 
a) September 2023 Check Register 

 
4. Legal Counsel   
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5. Director Reports 
 

6. Other 
 

E. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ** 
 
**Members of the public will be given the opportunity to comment on items not on the 
agenda.  Please use the information set forth above to participate via Zoom.  The Board 
requests that speakers please state their name and where they are from, be clear, concise 
and limit their communications to 3 to 5 minutes.  At the conclusion of all oral 
communications, the Board or staff may choose to briefly respond with information in 
response to comments; however, the Brown Act prohibits discussion of matters not on the 
published agenda.  Matters requiring discussion, or action, will be placed on a future 
agenda. 
 

F. NEW BUSINESS 
 

G. OLD BUSINESS 
 

H. CLOSED SESSION 
 

1. CONFERENCE WITH SPECIAL LEGAL COUNSEL – INITIATION OF 
LITIGATION Pursuant to Government Code §54956.9(d)(4):  One potential case 

 
 

I. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Next Res:  2023-13 
Next Ord:  2023-02 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact Brenda Franklin at (707) 443-4558, ext. 210.  Notification 48 hours prior to the 
meeting will enable the District to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting 
(28 CFR 35.102 – 35.104 ADA Title II). 
 
Pursuant to §54957.5(a) of the California Government Code, any public record writings relating to an 
agenda item for an open session of a regular meeting of the Board of Directors, not otherwise exempt 
from public disclosure, are available for public inspection upon request at the District offices located at 
5055 Walnut Drive, Monday through Friday (holidays excepted) during regular business hours. 
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The Board of Directors of the Humboldt Community Services District met in Regular Session at 
5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 10, 2023, at 5055 Walnut Drive, Eureka, California with public 
participation available via Zoom tele/video conference. 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Present upon roll call were Directors Benzonelli, Gardiner, Hansen, Matteoli, and Ryan.  Staff in 
attendance:  General Manager Williams (GM). 

 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Benzonelli invited those present to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
C. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
1. Approval of the October 10, 2023 Agenda 
2. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 26, 2023 

 
 Public Comment:  None 
 
 DIRECTOR MATTEOLI MOVED, DIRECTOR GARDINER SECONDED, TO ACCEPT AND 

APPROVE THE OCTOBER 10, 2023 CONSENT CALENDAR.  MOTION CARRIED UPON 
THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 
 AYES:    BENZONELLI, GARDINER, HANSEN, MATTEOLI, RYAN 
 NOES:   NONE 
 ABSENT:  NONE 

 
D. REPORTS 

 
1. General Manager 

 
a) District Update 

 
 North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB) Meeting – GM 

attended portions of the October 5, 2023 meeting held in the City of Eureka (COE) 
Council Chambers to consider renewal of NPDES Permits for the City of Rio Dell 
and COE as well as award a new NPDES Permit to Nordic Aqua Farms.  Action by 
the NCRWQCB resulted in conditional approval of the Nordic Aqua Farms’ permit 
and uncontested approval of Rio Dell’s renewal.  Discussion revealed the 
NCRWQCB is not bound by the EcoRights decree with COE and that the decree 
stipulates language and timeline modification to match the adopted NPDES permit.  
Upon NCRWQCB Board Vice Chair request that the Water Board staff work with 
COE to help identify funding for Enclosed Bays and Estuaries Policy compliance 
because outfalls are expensive, the NCRWQCB staff advised that the NCRWQB 
does not dictate what technology or compliance pathway COE will use to comply 
with the Enclosed Bays and Estuaries Policy and that an ocean outfall is one option 
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COE must consider.  The COE NPDES permit was unanimously renewed by the 
NCRWQCB as written for a period of five-years beginning December 1, 2023. 

    
2. Finance Department 

 
a) September 2023 Check Register 

 
No questions or concerns stated in Finance Manager’s absence. 
 

 
D. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

None 
 

F. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Consideration of Reinstating Engineering Department Utility Services Planner Classification 
 

GM reviewed the report summarizing the staffing difficulties due to the loss of the District 
Assistant Engineer and the looming retirement of the District Superintendent, resulting in an 
immediate need to reinstate the Utility Services Planner classification.  No budget impact at 
this time due to the open Assistant Engineer position and plans not to replace the District 
Superintendent. 

 
 IT WAS THEN MOVED BY DIRECTOR GARDINER, SECONDED BY DIRECTOR 

HANSEN, TO REINSTATE THE ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT UTILITY SERVICES 
PLANNER CLASSIFICATION, UPDATED JOB DESCRIPTION, AND SALARY RANGE.  
MOTION CARRIED UPON THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 
  AYES:    BENZONELLI, GARDINER, HANSEN, MATTEOLI, RYAN 
  NOES:   NONE 

 ABSENT:  NONE 
 
2. Consideration of Authorizing the Hire of Additional Utility Worker Staff 

 
Summarizing the report, GM stated two additional Utility Worker positions had been 
included in the Fiscal Year 2023/24 Budget.  Several temporary staff members have proven 
reliable, competent, and expressed desire to join the District therefore the GM seeks 
authorization to include an additional regular full-time Utility Worker to the District 
organizational structure. 
 

 IT WAS THEN MOVED BY DIRECTOR MATTEOLI, SECONDED BY DIRECTOR RYAN, 
TO AUTHORIZE THE HIRE OF AN ADDITIONAL REGULAR FULL-TIME UTILITY 
WORKER.  MOTION CARRIED UPON THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 
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  AYES:    BENZONELLI, GARDINER, HANSEN, MATTEOLI, RYAN 
  NOES:   NONE 

 ABSENT:  NONE 
 

3. Consideration of Authorizing the Hire of a Special Projects Electrical and Instrumentation 
Technician to Assist in Capital Improvement Project (CIP) Execution 

 
GM has made significant advancement in the design and development and testing of the 
District’s new SCADA system.  The District is now ready to move forward with assembly, 
installation, deployment and commissioning that requires special skills existing staff do not 
possess, and time the GM does not have available.  With an additional regular full-time staff 
member, it is anticipated the remaining SCADA project life may require two years to reach 
full implementation.  Discussion included the +$2 million the District saves by utilizing an in-
house approach rather than hiring an outside consulting firm for its new SCADA system, 
potential unemployment exposure, and as needed converting the individual to a contracted 
consultant as the full-time work diminishes. 
 

 IT WAS THEN MOVED BY DIRECTOR GARDINER, SECONDED BY DIRECTOR 
HANSEN, TO AUTHORIZE THE HIRE OF A REGULAR FULL-TIME SPECIAL 
PROJECTS/ELECTRICAL AND INSTRUMENTATION TECHNICIAN, APPROVE THE 
CORRESPONDING JOB DESCRIPTION, AND SALARY RANGE.  MOTION CARRIED 
UPON THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 
  AYES:    BENZONELLI, GARDINER, HANSEN, MATTEOLI, RYAN 
  NOES:   NONE 

 ABSENT:  NONE 
 
H. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 There being no further business, IT WAS MOVED BY DIRECTOR GARDINER, SECONDED 

BY DIRECTOR MATTEOLI, TO ADJOURN.  MOTION CARRIED UPON THE FOLLOWING 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 
 AYES:    BENZONELLI, GARDINER, HANSEN, MATTEOLI, RYAN 
 NOES:   NONE 
 ABSENT:  NONE 
 
THE BOARD ADJOURNED ITS REGULAR MEETING OF OCTOBER 10, 2023 AT 5:18 P.M. 
  
 
 

       ______________________________  
                 Submitted, Board Secretary 
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Humboldt Community Services District 
Dedicated to providing high quality, cost effective water and sewer service for our customers 

Mailing:  Post Office Box 158 • Cutten, CA  95534 • tel (707) 443-4558 • fax (707) 443-1490 
Physical Address:  5055 Walnut Drive, Eureka, CA  95503 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Terrence Williams, General Manager  
 
DATE:   October 20, 2023 
 
SUBJECT:  General Manager Report for October 24, 2023 Board Meeting 
 
 
Unit 10 Dump Truck 

On October 25, 2022, the Board voted unanimously to proceed with the purchase of a five-yard dump 

truck to replace the District’s existing unit that had pending compliance issues with California Air 

Resources Control Board (CARB).  On October 17, 2023, the District took possession of the new 

dump truck.  This truck has the most up to date engine and emissions equipment and is poised to 

serve the District for many years to come.  Please see the image below for reference (Figure 1).  

District staff will be adding signage, wood side boards and emergency lighting to the new truck before 

it is put into service.  

 

Figure 1: Picture of a dump truck similar in appearance to the District's new truck (it was raining when the District took possession of 
the new truck and this picture is much nicer because it was taken on a sunny day). 

Brier Lane Tank 

In May this year, District staff began preparing the Brier Lane tank site for the arrival of the tank 

rehabilitation contractors, Resource Development Company DBA Farr Construction out of Sparks, 

NV.  The tank was drained the week of May 22, staging and construction commenced the following 

week.  On Friday, October 13, 2023, District staff began refilling the tank.  Several water quality tests 
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will need to be performed before the tank can be returned to service including testing for 

bacteriological and volatile organic contamination.  Once the tests confirm that the water in the tank is 

clean (indicating that the tank itself is clean), the tank can be returned to service.  This is expected to 

occur before the end of October.  Please see the image below for reference (Figure 2). 

 

Figure 2: Picture of the Distric'ts actual Brier Lane Tank taken after the rehabilitation contractors completed the rehabilitation project.  
In the picture you can see that the tank is filled to 23 feet and that a District operator is collecting water quality samples for 
contamination testing. 

Utility Services Planner 

The District is currently soliciting for qualified applicants to fill the open Utility Services Planner 

position.  The announcement has been published in local news outlets and on the District’s website 

(https://humboldtcsd.org/active-employment-opportunities).  The position is open until filled, with the 

first round of interviews expected the first week of November.  If you know individuals who possess 

the required qualifications and are interested in working for the District, please refer them to our 

website or have them contact the District for more information. 
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Post Office Box 158   •   Cutten, CA 95534   •  Tel  (707) 443-4558   •   Fax (707) 443-1490 (confidential) 

BOARD MEMORANDUM 

 
 

To:  H.C.S.D. Board of Directors 

From:  Tim Latham, District Superintendent 

Date: October 18, 2023 

Subject:   September 2023 Construction Operations Report 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

General business for the month of September included a 
water service line repair on Allen Court, replacing a broken 
angle meter stop on Crane Street, performing vehicle and 
equipment maintenance, water meter reading, customer 
service orders, landscape maintenance, valve exercising, 
hauling dirt to fill sites, repairing the 12” water main line on 
Pine Hill Road, and assisting the Operations/Maintenance 
Department with cleaning the Vac-con debris drying pit. 

 
Other business included the continued construction of 

the District office as part of the District Office Rehabilitation 
Project, and the continued construction of a new water main 
line on 18th Street in Myrtletown as part of the 18th Street 
Steel Main Line (SMR) Replacement Project. 
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BOARD MEMORANDUM 

 
 

To:  H.C.S.D. Board of Directors 

From:  Tim Latham, District Superintendent 

Date: October 18, 2023 

Subject:   September 2023 Operations/Maintenance Report 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 The Operations/Maintenance Department was busy in September with a variety 
of projects. In addition to the standard operation and maintenance of District facilities, 
crews continued to do station maintenance, landscape maintenance, assisted with 
customer service, and completed the monthly cathodic protection reads at all water 
storage tanks. All of the stationary and portable generators were tested in order to 
ensure proper operation in the time of need. 
 
  General business included installing a drop inlet in the sewer manhole at the 
intersection of Glenwood Road and Myrtle Avenue, Cleaning the wet wells at the 
Sequoia sewer lift station, cleaning the Vac-con debris drying pit at the District yard, 
cleaning and filming approximately 400 feet of sewer main line multiple times on 
Fairway Drive to confirm that no further obstructions exist due to the sewer spill listed 
below, and continued preparations for several Capital Improvement Projects (CIP).   
 
  Other business included flushing dead end water main lines on Noe Street and 
Hinman Road, and responding to power outages in the Rosewood area, and at the 
Pigeon Point water storage tank. 
 
 On September 4, 2023, the District was notified of a potential sewer spill on 
Fairway Drive. Staff arrived on scene, confirmed the sewer spill, and relieved the 
blockage in the sewer main line. The blockage was determined to have been caused by 
concrete chunks in the main line. The spill volume was estimated at 225 gallons. Crews 
cleaned up the affected areas, and completed all reporting and notification procedures. 
As you may recall, the District had a spill at this same location on July 12, 2023. At that 
time, the cause was determined to be concrete chunks in the sewer main line due to a 
contractor doing work as part of the City of Eureka’s Fairway Drive paving project.    
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