
 

HUMBOLDT COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETING 

 

AGENDA 
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DATE: Tuesday, September 13, 2022  
 
TIME:  5:00 p.m. 
 
LOCATION: In accordance with Assembly Bill 361 and District Resolution 2022-12, public 

meetings will be conducted both in person at 5055 Walnut Drive in Eureka, 
California, and telephonically through Zoom. 

 
The HCSD Boardroom is open to the public during open session segment(s) of the meeting. If you 
cannot attend in person and would like to speak on an agenda item including Public Participation, 
please join through the Zoom website (https://zoom.us) entering Meeting ID 812 5245 4541 and 
Passcode 941443.  Access may also be achieved via telephone only by dialing 1-669-900-9128. 

 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

Directors Benzonelli, Bongio, Gardiner, Hansen, Matteoli 
 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

C. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

1. Approval of September 13, 2022 Agenda 
2. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 23, 2022 
3. Approval of Minutes of the Special Meeting of August 25, 2022 
4. Consideration of Resolution No. 2022-13 Making Findings Pursuant to Government 

Code Section 54953, as Amended by Assembly Bill 361, and Authorizing the Continued 
Use of Virtual Meetings for Another 30 Days 

 

D. REPORTS 
 

1. General Manager 
 

a) GM Report 
 

2. Engineering Department 
 
a) September 2022 Status Report 
 

3. Superintendent 
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4. Finance Department 
 

a) August 2022 Check Register 
 

5. Legal Counsel   
 

6. Director Reports 
 

7. Other 
 

E. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ** 
 
**Members of the public will be given the opportunity to comment on items not on the agenda.  
Please use the information set forth above to participate via Zoom.  The Board requests that 
speakers please state their name and where they are from, be clear, concise and limit their 
communications to 3 to 5 minutes.  At the conclusion of all oral communications, the Board or staff 
may choose to briefly respond with information in response to comments; however, the Brown Act 
prohibits discussion of matters not on the published agenda.  Matters requiring discussion, or 
action, will be placed on a future agenda. 

 

F. NON-AGENDA 
 

G. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Consideration of Changing the Board’s Regular Meeting Time 
 

H. OLD BUSINESS 
 
 

I. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Next Res:  2022-14 
Next Ord:  2022-02 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact Brenda Franklin at (707) 443-4558, ext. 210.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting 
will enable the District to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting (28 CFR 35.102 – 
35.104 ADA Title II). 
 
Pursuant to §54957.5(a) of the California Government Code, any public record writings relating to an agenda item 
for an open session of a regular meeting of the Board of Directors, not otherwise exempt from public disclosure, 
are available for public inspection upon request at the District offices located at 5055 Walnut Drive, Monday 
through Friday (holidays excepted) during regular business hours. 
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DRAFT – MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

HUMBOLDT COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

Page 1 of 3    2022-08-23-Z46 

The Board of Directors of the Humboldt Community Services District met in Regular 
Session at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 23, 2022, in person and via tele/video 
conference in accordance with AB 361 and HCSD Resolution 2022-12. 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
 Present upon roll call were Directors Benzonelli, Bongio, Gardiner, Hansen, and 

Matteoli.  Staff in attendance:  General Manager Williams (GM), Finance Manager 
Montag (FM), and Assistant Engineer Adams (AE). 

 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Bongio invited those present to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
C. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
1. Approval of August 23, 2022 Agenda 
2. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 9, 2022 

 
 Public Comment:  None 

 
 DIRECTOR BENZONELLI MOVED, DIRECTOR MATTEOLI SECONDED, TO 

ACCEPT AND APPROVE THE AUGUST 23, 2022 CONSENT CALENDAR.  
MOTION CARRIED UPON THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 
 AYES:   BENZONELLI, BONGIO, GARDINER, HANSEN, MATTEOLI 
 NOES: NONE 
 ABSENT: NONE 

 
D. REPORTS 

 
1. General Manager 

 
a) GM Report 

 
   Staffing – The Maintenance Department vacancy has been filled by Brandon 

Balke who joined the District on August 16.  Mr. Balke brings with him D2 
Water Operator Certification, experience in public water and sewer services, 
as well as a Class B Driver License. 

 
   Upcoming Election – There are three who filed candidacy paperwork with the 

Elections Office to fill the two seat terms:  Incumbents Alan Bongio and Gregg 
Gardiner, and challenger Julie Ryan.  A budget of $15,000 is allotted for the 
Fiscal Year to cover the expenses associated with a contested race. 
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2. Finance Department 
 

a) July 2022 Budgetary Statement 
 
 FM advised many customers in arrears have obtained financial assistance 

from Low Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP).  The 
result has been positive for both the customer and the District wherein most 
have been able to bring their accounts current. 

 
 The Budgetary Statement reflects the first month of the new fiscal year 

activity wherein some installment payments, such as Worker’s Comp and 
software maintenance, appear as over-budget but will be in line with 
projections by the end of the year.  Electrical Power related to pumping costs 
has risen significantly compared with what was budgeted which is normal 
during the summer months, and will likely level off. 

 
5. Director Reports 
 
 Director Benzonelli reported that the County began its CEDS (Comprehensive 

Economic Development Strategy) Road Show where the public can weigh in and 
talk about the direction the County will go.  This occurs about every five years for 
identification of five industry sectors of opportunity and that will be the direction 
that the community will decide they want to invest in for economic development.  
Believes the next one will be at the Sequoia Conference Center. 

 
 Director Benzonelli then requested a future agenda item to discuss making the 

Board Regular Meeting start time later. 
 
E. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

None. 
 

F. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Consideration of Appointing an AdHoc to Conduct the General Manager Annual 
Review 

 
President Bongio appointed Directors Gardiner and Hansen to the AdHoc. 
 

2. Presentation from Thomas McMurray regarding proposal for Cell Tower 
Development on District Property by TowerCo, a wireless infrastructure assets 
management company from Cary, NC 
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GM introduced Mr. McMurray, and summarized TowerCo’s potential interest in 
establishing an agreement to install a cell tower in the southern portion of District 
property to enhance wireless coverage in the Cutten area.  Mr. McMurray 
reviewed his August 18 correspondence with accompanying maps depicting 
topography, potential site, and projected coverage.  Discussion ensued to clarify 
the financial options, antenna positions for cellular tenants, information needed to 
house District and County Fire radio communications, the unlikelihood of 5G 
installation in the near future, liability indemnification, camouflage of the tower, 
and the requirement of County Planning Commission approval. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
 
IT WAS THEN MOVED BY DIRECTOR MATTEOLI, SECONDED BY 
DIRECTOR HANSEN, TO AUTHORIZE TOWER-CO TO PROCEED WITH A 
FULL PROPOSAL TO INSTALL CELLULAR INFRASTRUCTURE ON DISTRICT 
PROPERTY.  MOTION CARRIED UPON THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 
 AYES:    BENZONELLI, BONGIO, GARDINER, HANSEN, MATTEOLI 
 NOES:  NONE 
 ABSENT:  NONE 

 
Director Benzonelli acknowledged Ms. July Ryan’s attendance as of 5:03 p.m. and 
requested the Board introduce themselves.  Ms. Ryan expressed she chose to run for 
the HSD Board as she feels it would be a wonderful opportunity to serve the community.   
 
I. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 There being no further business, IT WAS MOVED BY DIRECTOR MATTEOLI, 

SECONDED BY DIRECTOR HANSEN, TO ADJOURN.  MOTION CARRIED UPON 
THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE:   

 
 AYES:    BENZONELLI, BONGIO, GARDINER, HANSEN, MATTEOLI 
 NOES:  NONE 
 ABSENT:  NONE 
 
THE BOARD ADJOURNED ITS REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 23, 2022 AT 5:38 
P.M. 
 
 
 

       ______________________________  
           Submitted, Board Secretary 

HCSD 09/13/2022  Board Pack Page 5 of 27



HCSD 09/13/2022  Board Pack Page 6 of 27



DRAFT – MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

HUMBOLDT COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

 

Page 1 of 2    2022-08-25-Z47 

The Board of Directors of the Humboldt Community Services District met in Special 
Session at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, August 25, 2022, in person and via tele/video 
conference in accordance with AB 361 and HCSD Resolution 2022-12. 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
 Present upon roll call were Directors Benzonelli, Bongio, Gardiner, Hansen, and 

Matteoli.  Staff in attendance:  General Manager Williams (GM), Legal Counsel 
Plotz, Special Counsel Colantuono, and Special Counsel Thorme. 

 
B. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
1. Approval of August 26, 2022 Special Meeting Agenda 

 
  Public Comment:  None 

 
  DIRECTOR BENZONELLI MOVED, DIRECTOR MATTEOLI SECONDED, TO 

ACCEPT AND APPROVE THE AUGUST 25, 2022 CONSENT CALENDAR.  
MOTION CARRIED UPON THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 

 
  AYES:   BENZONELLI, BONGIO, GARDINER, HANSEN, MATTEOLI 
  NOES: NONE 
  ABSENT: NONE 
 

Director Hansen announced recusal from the Closed Session item due to his position as 
Deputy Public Works Director for the City of Eureka and left the meeting.   
 

 AT 5:32 P.M. IT WAS THEN MOVED BY DIRECTOR GARDINER, SECONDED BY 
DIRECTOR BENZONELLI, TO MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION.  MOTION CARRIED 
UPON THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE: 
 
AYES:    BENZONELLI, BONGIO, GARDINER, MATTEOLI 
NOES:  NONE 
RECUSAL: HANSEN 
ABSENT:  NONE 
 

A. CLOSED SESSION 

 
1. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION, 

Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) OR (3) OF 
SUBDIVISION (D) OF Section 54956.9:  one case.  Facts and circumstances 
involve an assertion by Ecological Rights Foundation of alleged violations of the 
Clean Water Act by the District relating to its sanitary sewer system. 

 

HCSD 09/13/2022  Board Pack Page 7 of 27



DRAFT – MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
HUMBOLDT COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
AUGUST 25, 2022  
 
 

Page 2 of 2    2022-08-25-Z47 

The Board returned to Open Session at 6:22 p.m. and Director Gardiner left the 
meeting.  GM advised of no reportable action during Closed Session. 

 
I. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 There being no further business, IT WAS MOVED BY DIRECTOR BENZONELLI, 

SECONDED BY DIRECTOR MATTEOLI, TO ADJOURN.  MOTION CARRIED 
UPON THE FOLLOWING ROLL CALL VOTE:   

 
 AYES:    BENZONELLI, BONGIO, MATTEOLI 
 NOES:  NONE 
 RECUSAL: HANSEN 
 ABSENT:  GARDINER 

 
THE BOARD ADJOURNED ITS REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 23, 2022 AT 6:23 
P.M. 
 
 
 

       ______________________________  
           Submitted, Board Secretary 
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Humboldt Community Services District 
Dedicated to providing high quality, cost effective water and sewer service for our customers 

 

AGENDA REPORT 
 
For HCSD Board of Directors Regular Meeting of:  September 13, 2022 
 
AGENDA ITEM: C.4 (Consent Calendar)  
 
TITLE: Consideration of Resolution 2022-13 Making Findings Pursuant to 

Government Code Section 54953, as Amended by Assembly Bill 361, and 
Authorizing the Continued Use of Virtual Meetings 

   
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Adopt Resolution 2022-13 by title only under Consent Calendar roll-call vote. 
 
Summary: 
 
The Governor’s Executive Order N-08-21 provided modification to the Brown Act authorizing 
public teleconference meetings during the COVID-19 Emergency without the requirement of 
personal appearance.  On September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed Assembly Bills 
(AB) 339 and 361 into law which was followed by Executive Order N-15-21 on September 20, 
2021 stipulating the sunset of Executive Order N-08-21 as of September 30, 2021. 
 
As presented at the October 12, 2021 regular meeting, and subsequently at each first meeting 
of the month, provisions of AB 361 officially modify the Brown Act to enable public agencies to 
move immediately to relaxed teleconference meetings under a declared state of emergency.  
Each month the March 20, 2020 state of emergency remains in effect, the Board is required to 
pass a resolution every thirty (30) days until lifted, affirming the following: 
 
1. The Board has considered the circumstances of the state of emergency 
2. Any of the following circumstances exist: 

a. The state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the members to 
meet safely in person. 

b. State or local officials continue to impose or recommend measures to promote 
social distancing. 

 
Resolution 2022-13 before you, affirms the foregoing conditions allowing the District to 
proceed with virtual meetings for the next thirty (30) days while the current state of emergency 
remains in effect and/or the County’s recommendations for social distancing remain in effect.  
Although many restrictions have been lifted, to date there is no estimate as to when the state 
of emergency will be rescinded. 
 
Fiscal Impact:  None
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RESOLUTION NO. 2022-13 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE HUMBOLDT COMMUNITY 
SERVICES DISTRICT MAKING FINDINGS PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE 

SECTION 54953, AS AMENDED BY ASSEMBLY BILL 361, AND AUTHORIZING THE 
CONTINUED USE OF VIRTUAL MEETINGS 

 
 

WHEREAS, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Governor issued Executive 
Order Nos. N-08-21, N-25-20 and N-29-20, which suspended certain provisions of the Ralph 
M. Brown Act to allow legislative bodies to conduct public meetings without strict compliance 
with the teleconferencing provisions of the Brown Act; 

 
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 361, which was signed into law on September 20, 2021, 

amended Government Code section 54953, to provide relief from the teleconferencing 
provisions of the Brown Act under certain circumstances provided the legislative body makes 
certain findings; 

 
WHEREAS, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Governor proclaimed a state of 

emergency on March 4, 2020, in accordance with the section 8625 of the California 
Emergency Services Act, and the state of emergency remains in effect; 

 
WHEREAS, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Humboldt County Health Officer 

has imposed and has recommended measures to promote social distancing as more 
particularly set forth in his August 6, 2021, Order, among other prior orders and guidance; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Directors does hereby find and resolve as follows: 

 1. That the Board has reconsidered the circumstances of the previously declared 
and existing state of emergency arising from the COVID-19 pandemic; 
 2. That the state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the 
members of the Board to meet safely in person, and further that local officials continue to 
impose or recommend measures to promote social distancing; 
 3. That the Board may continue to conduct public meetings in accordance with 
Government Code section 54953(e); 
 4. That the Board will reconsider the above findings within 30-days of this 
Resolution. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on the 13th day of September 2022 by the following vote:  
 

 AYES:  
 NAYS:  
 ABSENT:  
 ABSTAIN:  
 
ATTEST:  
      _______________________________ 

Alan Bongio, Board President 
___________________________  
Attest:  Brenda K. Franklin 
Board Secretary 
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Humboldt Community Services District 
Dedicated to providing high quality, cost effective water and sewer service for our customers 

Mailing:  Post Office Box 158 • Cutten, CA  95534 • tel (707) 443-4558 • fax (707) 443-1490 
Physical Address:  5055 Walnut Drive, Eureka, CA  95503 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Terrence Williams, General Manager  
 
DATE:   September 9, 2022 
 
SUBJECT:  General Manager Report for September 13, 2022 Board Meeting 
 
 
 
Seasons Change 
 
Fall is nearly upon us and for many people that means football season and changing weather.  Here 
at the District, it means hunting season and back to school.  And that means that there are a lot of 
people taking time off of work.  Several District staff members are or will be taking vacation to go 
hunting and several others are out because their kids (or somebody else’s kids) got them sick; in any 
case, I blame the kids.   
 
Three staff members tested positive for COVID during the week of August 29, so we have been on 
Increased COVID Protection Protocols and will be until at least September 12.  Increased protocols 
simply means that masking is required when in close contact with others like indoor settings or while 
driving together.  If there are no new COVID cases among staff members before September 12, we 
will return to our standard COVID Prevention Protocols which includes daily temperature monitoring, 
using hand sanitizers, wiping down surfaces and touch points and staying away from work if 
symptoms are present.  
 
I hope everybody returns healthy and happy and I look forward to seeing everybody back at work.  
There is always much to do. 
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Humboldt Community Services District 
Dedicated to providing high quality, cost effective water and sewer service for our customers 

 

Engineering Memorandum 
 
TO:   Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Benjamin Adams, Assistant Engineer 
 
DATE: September 9, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Engineering Dept. Status Report for September 13, 2022 Board Meeting 
 

Tower Dr. Steel Main Replacement 

Work has started on the Tower Dr. Steel Main Replacement project. A small portion of 

the work involves working around a culvert, which requires coordination with California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife. This limited portion of the work has been started to 

allow completion before the end of the official “Dry Season” on October 15th of this year. 

Connection of the new Tower Dr. main to the water main in Myrtle Ave. involves 

coordination with PG&E because of the proximity to their infrastructure buried within 

Myrtle. The remainder of the pipeline installation will require close coordination with the 

residents of Tower Dr. as the road is quite narrow. 

Donna Dr. Hydro Pneumatic Tank Replacement 

The new Hydro Pneumatic tanks and most of the fittings required to connect these 

tanks have arrived. A temporary 1,000-gallon hydro pneumatic tank will be installed and 

tested prior to replacement of the 5,000-gallon hydro pneumatic tank. This temporary 

system will maintain water service to the 123 homes on the top of Humboldt Hill while 

the larger tank is replaced and brought online. Replacement of the larger tank is 

scheduled for later this year as average temperatures and water demand decrease. 

After the larger tank is online, the smaller hydro pneumatic tank will be permanently 

relocated near the Ridgewood water booster station to mitigate water hammer in the 

Cutten and Ridgewood neighborhoods. 

District Office Building Exterior Repairs 

The Office building siding repair project is underway. Fortunately, the state of 

deterioration has been limited to the outermost siding layer. The plywood sheathing 

located on the walls behind the siding was found to be in solid condition and has not 

required any repair or replacement thus far. This project is scheduled to be completed 

before the end of the calendar year. 

City of Eureka Vista Dr. 

The City has broken ground on their Vista Dr. waterline replacement project. District 

Engineering staff has been coordinating with City Engineering staff during the planning 
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stages of this work. The Vista Drive main is tapped from a District water transmission 

main in Fern Drive at two locations. Recent potholing of the connection locations by the 

City’s contractor revealed a discrepancy between record drawings and actual field 

conditions. District and City Engineering staff continue to coordinate ensuring that work 

on the District’s infrastructure is performed to American Water Works Association 

(AWWA) and District standards for installation of new pipeline. 

Work Within District Boundary 

District Engineering staff have responded to 19 Humboldt County Building Permits, and 

592 Underground Service Alerts (USA) since last reported at the Board Meeting on July 

12th. These numbers indicate a lot of active work, as well as a number of projects which 

may become active later this year. Responsible homeowners and contractors call 811 to 

initiate a USA ticket for any excavation work within their property or work area. 
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Humboldt Community Services District 
Dedicated to providing high quality, cost effective water and sewer service for our customers 

 

 
AGENDA REPORT 

 
 
For HCSD Board of Directors Regular Meeting of: September 13, 2022   
 
AGENDA ITEM: G.1 (New Business)  
 
TITLE:  Consideration of Changing the Board’s Regular Meeting Time 
 
PRESENTED BY: Terrence Williams, General Manager   
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Discuss feasibility of request, and instruct the General Manager accordingly. 
 
Summary: 
 
At the request of Director Benzonelli during the September 23rd regular meeting, the title 
matter is brought to the Board for consideration.  Such a change has the potential of 
some minor cost impacts in order to cover overtime for those non-salary employees 
who may be expected to report to the Board. 
 
Should the Board determine it is in the best interest of the District to modify the 
stipulated regular meeting time, the GM will begin the process to modify District Code 
2.01.020 (Ordinance 98-01 Section 1) wherein the Board will conduct a public hearing 
and approve the new ordinance at two separate meetings.  Final adoption will occur 
after a thirty-day waiting period before implementation.   
 
A bit of history on meeting times and frequencies: 
 

 Bi-monthly meetings were established in 1981. 

 The Board has met on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 5 p.m. since 1998.  Prior to that, 
the Board met at 4 p.m. 

 
Fiscal Impact: 
 
Unknown, minor 
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